ment if ever there was one, botched together laws whose
effect was essentially retroactive, since they were intended
to justify the past crimes of Ungern and his men The
new Minister of War, Jan-Balon, had guarded the flocks
that followed Ungern's column The officers treated him
familiarly and called him Vaska, just as they used to do
when he was a shepherd
cThe people,5 Andrei explained to Dorp, 'accepted
without murmuring a form of slavery which had scarcely
been modified for centunes Ungern's arrival brought their
exploitation to a crisis, because it presented the Hutukhtu
and the princes in the light of accomplices of the White
Guards So far, so good What follows7 What follows
is that a struggle against Ungern is impossible, unless it is
bound up with a struggle against the feudal regime, which
the Baron has simply strengthened Is that clear? It is clear5
'The people are against mobilization,9 replied Dorji
'They say   "Tantkhu ughei now, bara, tanikhu ughei gatszat
tamu " '
Andrei could not understand Mongol Dorji trans-
lated
* "An unknown leader is a tiger, an unknown land is a
hell" '
'Ungern is certainly a tiger,5 Andrei went on   'But we
must go further  Behind Ungern we find Japan  I was
just saying that, to overthrow the Baron, we must under-
take a struggle against Mongol feudalism. I will now add
and against Japanese imperialism   Is that clear ?'
'It is clear,5 replied Dorji, with a smile
Meanwhile, clad in a lama's red robe, Andrei spent his
time teaching Mongols the rules of clandestine political
activity, and re-reading Stalin's proposals in connexion
with the Communist Party's policy towards the question
of nationalities
Never had Andrei studied any text so closely He knew
long passages from it by heart If he had been awakened